. As seen in Figure   7 , the skull base normally descends medially.
In the presence of condylar hypoplasia, the skull base is flattened or even ascends medially (Figs 1 1, 12 1'a. (Fig 19) (1,2) . In some instances, atlantooccipital assimilation may be associated with sudden death (12).
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C. (Fig 22) . Obtaining a few axial CT scans can easily solve this dilemma (Fig 22b) . Because the posterior arch of the atlas lacks a true spinous process, the oftenused term "spina bifida of the atlas" is incorrect, and use of the term "posterior atlas arch rachischisis" is encouraged. tune on a lateral radiograph may be problematic.
In the presence of an os odontoideum, the axis body has a well-corticated convex upper margin, and the anterior atlas arch apa.
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